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YOUTH SHOW THE WAY 
IN CLIMATE CRISIS 

The recent series of strikes by school children 
and young people have been inspiring. They 
were initiated by a 16 year old Swedish 
woman, who has Asperger’s Syndrome, Greta 
Thurnberg. She started a lone protest last 
summer, sitting on the steps of the Swedish 
parliament to protest at the lack of action by 
politicians (and businesses) to tackle the 
global climate change crisis. 

At first she was ignored or ridiculed by the politicians, the 
media and the fossil fuel lobby (unsurprising as their job is to 
maintain capitalism-as-usual), and also by her fellow school 
students. This changed as her fellows started to support her, 
igniting first a national, then international strikes by 
students. The strategy of politicians and media now is to 
patronise ‘thank you, we are listening’ or to attack Thurnberg 
as someone with a disability. Neither approach has deterred 
Thurnberg, who is both intelligent and determined: “We are 
in the middle of the biggest crisis in human history, and 
basically nothing is being done to prevent it”. 

In March this year there were strikes and demonstrations in 
over 150 cities and towns worldwide, involving tens of 
thousands of youngsters in many countries including 
Australia, Belgium, Germany, the U.S, Japan, India, Uganda, 
the Philippines and Nepal. In the U.K there were protests in 
over 100 towns and cities. The London demonstrations were 
impressive for their self-organisation and spontaneity. 
Instead of the usual neutered march from A to B on a route 
agreed with the police, and stewarded by them and self- 
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appointed organisers, sections of the demonstrators 
discussed and agreed where they wanted to go enroute (e.g. 
Buckingham Palace) and did it, catching the Police daleks 
(‘this does not compute’) by surprise. 

We have much to learn from the school students, and we 
look forward to working and demonstrating with them. We 
need a combination of grassroots direct action to combat 
climate change, together with co-ordinated mass scale 
actions that empower us. An example of such a grassroots 
action is the UK school students, who with teachers are 
successfully dissuading many parents from doing the school 
run through a daily patrol. A 2016 UNICEF study found that 
air pollution kills more children than Aids and malaria 
together: 300 million of the children globally live in areas of 
extreme air pollution (6x higher than World Health 
Organisation limits). We have things to share, as we all need 
to learn from history (our collective memory) to stop us 
repeating, rather than learning from our past mistakes. 

We certainly don’t know it all, and do not trust anyone who 
thinks they do! 


ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS: 
CAPITALISM HAS TO GO! 

The Green Anticapitalist Front (GAF) was recently set up to ensure that the 
struggle against climate change is also a struggle against an economic 
system in which profit comes before human needs and the needs of the 
planet. See their website about how to get involved. 



From their website: www.greenanticapitalist.org 

Who We Are 

The Green Anti-Capitalist Front is an alliance of groups and individuals united by a belief that capitalism is one of the core 
causes of the environmental crisis threatening us all, and that if we do not act soon the costs of that crisis will fall on the poor 

and powerless. 

In the fact of this crisis, the governments of the world seem more interested in propping up capitalist profits than preventing 
disaster, so we also believe that a disruptive campaign of direct action will be needed to prevent ongoing environmental 
destruction and prevent those who profit from this destruction from shifting the costs on the working class. 

Our Manifesto 

We are encouraged by the ability of Extinction Rebellion to call people onto the streets and push their demands for zero emissions. 
However, we believe that meeting these demands will not be possible without abolishing capitalism, a system reliant on the total 
exploitation of nature; whether that be sacrificing our clean water to track for hydrocarbons or sacrificing our children to the 
production line. We must develop our ideas of what a different future may look like outside the constraints of both capital and 
fossil fuels. We must also critique the false solutions offered by ‘green capitalism’ and increased state control. It is our contention 
that the world in fifty years will look radically different from what we see now. The question is whether we are moving towards a 
sustainable future for humanity, or one of catastrophe. We are calling for a broad anti-capitalist environmental movement based 

around points of unity. 
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HOMES UNDER THE 
HAMMER! 




On Tuesday 21st May a 5-bedroom home at 198 
Cable Street and a 4-bedroomhome at 34 Mount 
Terrace both in Tower Hamlets were due to be sold 
to the highest bidder. Both were originally intended 
for social renting - to be lived in by one or more of the 
18,000 families on the Tower Hamlets waiting list. 
198 Cable Street was once the home of Hannah 
Billig, a pioneering East End doctor who dedicated 
her life to helping and supporting the local commu¬ 
nity. For her home to be sold in this way is a betrayal 
of her legacy. 

198 Cable Street (reserve price £799,000) is owned 
by Newlon Housing Trust. 34 Mount Terrace (reserve 
price £700,000) is owned by Tower Hamlets Council. 
It is shocking and scandalous that two organisations 
with a direct responsibility to help people in housing 
need are instead selling homes to private property 
speculators. 

37 homes owned by public authorities are due to go 
under the hammer flogged off by the Mayor of 
London, Wandsworth and Westminster councils and 
Peabody housing association. 

The cost of keeping a family in temporary accommo¬ 
dation is at least £100,000 a year, but this doesn't 
take account of the enormous health, emotional and 
social costs. Even if some work needs to be done to 
bring these two homes up to standard, it will cost 
less in the long-run than keeping families in tempo¬ 
rary accommodation. Instead, Newlon and the 
council are cashing-in. 

In April campaigners in Tower Hamlets and Hackney 
managed to stop a similar sell-off in Bethnal Green. 
17 Robinson Road in Bethnal Green. Originally 
intended for key workers like nurses and teachers, 
Peabody bought the property in 2011 from the 
Crown Estate. It has been empty for at least 10 
months since the last tenants moved out. Peabody 
then tried to sell it off three times in an auction. 

Local people mobilised and mounted protests 
outside the house. Buckling under this pressure, 
Peabody has announced it will open it to a family on 
the borough’s housing waiting list. As Will McMahon 
of Action on Empty Homes said: “Robinson Road 
shows that community action on empty homes can 
bring results”. 


GRANVILLE AND 
CARLTON: FOR US, 

BY US 

The Granville and Carlton community buildings are situated in 
the middle of the South Kilburn estate in NW London. The 
South Kilburn community has a long history of social and 
economic problems with hunger, health inequalities and poor 
and inadequate housing at the forefront. The area is one of the 
most densely populated in the UK. It also has some of the 
lowest levels of income, largest barriers to employment, 
housing and accessing services and is in the top 10% of 
indicators of multiple deprivation in the UK. 

South Kilburn has been a place for continued central 
government schemes for tackling deprivation with very little 
success. It is currently undergoing transformation as a 
prolonged regeneration site with its own master plan that will 
take 10-15 years to complete. 

The Granville community building was built in 1888 by the St 
Johns Wood Presbyterian Church as a Mission Hall to help the 
poor of Kilburn. In the 1950s it was sold to the local authority 
and spent much of the 1990s and 2000s as part of Brent 
Youth and Community Service until that service was cut in 
2017. The Carlton was built as a primary school in 1910. When 
that closed it was an adult education Centre until 2017. In 
2016 Brent Council voted to demolish both buildings but the 
community fought back and that decision was rescinded. 

After this, a new group was formed by to decide on the future 
of the buildings with the Council. This group was not in 
agreement with the Council which insisted on housing on the 
site, with less multi use community spaces. The area is 
doubling to tripling the number of residents. As well as being 
the only Council owned non-denominational historic buildings, 
Granville and Carlton are the only multi use community spaces 
left. We argue the area needs more community space not less. 

The community has a vision for the Granville and Carlton site: 
to secure the site for the people of South Kilburn in perpetuity. 
To do this we need to create a new organisation, Granville 
Carlton Community Alliance, that will be democratic and 
community-led, to hold and manage the site. The South 
Kilburn community have the commitment and determination 
to deliver all the services that South Kilburn needs and 
deserve, and to preserve the heritage of the buildings 
providing a legacy far in the future. 

Please sign our petition at http://bit.ly/SaveGranville 
Use #forusbyus and #savegranville when tweeting 
Watch the website www.forusbyus.org for more news. 
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WHY CAN'T WE PLAY WITH OUR 

FRIENDS? 

YET MORE BLOODY SOCIAL CLEANING 
BUT PEOPLE ARE FIGHTING BACK 

“Why can’t we go downstairs and play with our friends?” says Anna from south 
London. Anna can’t use a local community playground because she lives in 
social housing rather than privately>owned flats. The two communities are 
split apart by a wall put up by rich property developers Henley Homes, who 

built the flats. 

But this isn’t unusual. At least half a dozen other estates across London separate play 
areas for richer and poorer kids. And it’s not just scummy property developers like Henley 
Homes, London Square and Berkeley Homes. Housing associations like Southern Housing, 
Moat Housing and Peabody are doing it as well - the so called social housing providers. 

As the gap between the rich and poor grows huge, kids being segregated because of the 
home they live in is disgusting. The playground row is yet another vile tactic after separate 
entrances, or ‘poor doors’, for tenants on lower rents, or facilities such as gyms reserved 

for those who can afford it. 

In a so called market twisted towards luxury’, where attracting overseas investors is a 
priority, and outdoor space is privatised, denying children access to play facilities that are 
part of the development they live in is vile and cruel. 

One tenant in Streatham Hill, south London, said: “I’m actually glad I don’t look over the 
gardens: how would I tell my children that they can’t play there because I don’t have a 

fat bank balance?” 

But resistance is growing. Mums from both sides of the ‘divide'joined together and 
forced Henley Homes to knock down the wall. After local pressure Peabody have also 
taken the divide away. Others are still fighting so all kids can use the play space on 
their estates. If parents don’t get the walls and gates taken down, they may have to 
take out the hammers and bolt cutters and do it themselves. 
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KNIFE CRIME 



In March, all Labour London MPs were lobbying government for more police to deal with 
knife crime. Theresa May held a knife crime emergency summit unveiling new knife 
crime behaviour orders for the police and courts. Everyone wants something to do be 
done but what must be done and how do we get it? 

The late Stuart Hall explains in great detail in the book “Policing the Crisis” that the courts, police and 
media are not passive reactors to any perceived crisis but are active participants in constructing it. 

The book references the early 1970s ‘mugging crisis’ and follows this pattern: 

1) Media editors depict a threat to society, an indication of rapid decay or decline to normality. 

2) The threat is simplified and made symbolic through either a folk devil or a pure innocent victim. 

3) The widespread concern is backed up by supposedly cold facts but police and politicians decide 
what statistics are gathered, how they are collated, and when they are meaningful. 

4) Authorities and courts then respond to the threat, i.e. when and how to enforce increased prison 
sentences for would-be perpetrators. 

5) Finally the panic and subsequent response together set the context for new laws and more 
resources for state enforcement. 

How bad is knife crime? For London, seen as the new knife crime capital, research published in the 
Cambridge Journal of Evidence-Based Policing stated that 21% of knife crime murders between 2008 to 
2018 was related to ‘gangs’. NHS Digital data show that 2007 had the highest recorded number of 
sharp object related hospital admissions. That year also had the highest teenage and overall stabbing 
related deaths (272) until March 2018. While stabbing related hospital admissions haven’t peaked 
beyond the 2007 figure, related deaths reached a new peak of 285 the year to March 2018. An increase 
of 13 doesn't suggest we are living in unprecedented time requiring a national emergency. 

Sadiq Khan, the Mayor of London, agreed in 2018 to increase the use of Stop and Search despite pledg¬ 
ing in his election bid to do the exact opposite. The Mayor’s office for policing and crime released statis¬ 
tics in 2019 showing that in 2018 disproportionate use had increased. Black people were now four times 
instead of twice as likely as white people to be searched. But black people were also less likely (16%) 
than white people (20%) to be arrested after a search. 

Home Office research in 2016 concluded that mass use of stop and search doesn’t reduce crime. The 
College of Policing commissioned a study called “Does more stop and search mean less crime?”; the 
answer in terms of violent crime was no, there was no meaningful effect. 

While there will be no alternatives in parliament to reducing youth violence without repressing 
working-class communities , they do exist and require building a social movement led by communities 

directly affected. 
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POLITICIANS ARE RUBBISH! 


Watching the news it must now be obvious to 
everyone that politicians are all a total waste 
of time. What Brexit has shown us is none of 
them have a clue what they are doing and 
can’t organise a piss up in a brewery. 

At Haringey Solidarity Group we have been saying for years that 
politicians are useless and have no clue. The problem is most 
hide it well and the main stream press cover it up. But finally, with 
Brexit, the house of cards comes tumbling down. 

Politicians time and time again make rubbish decisions that 
benefit their mates but generally rob ordinary people like you and 
us. Take Haringey. The old Labour leadership were happy to evict 
hundreds and hundreds of residents from Northumberland Park 
and Love Lane so posh houses, which most of us can’t afford, 
could be built. But the new Labour lot are now in and they are 
determined to evict the Latin American market at Wards Corner. 
National politicians are just as bad - we can all think of examples 
of them supporting the rich and powerful against 
ordinary people. 

Many people can’t be bothered to vote. Many more feel they 
have to as it’s their “duty” but know change is unlikely. Even 
committed Labour, Green, Lib Dem and Tory faithful, deep down, 
know their leaders can’t really change things for those of us 
without huge bank balances. 

So large numbers of us give up in despair and just take the shit 
that is dished out to us. There is a different way. One where we get 
to really make a change. And that’s people getting together and 
making things change. Demanding what they want. Fighting for 
what we all need. 

We see examples of this every day. It could be people organising 
a sports team, or a play group. On a slightly larger scale it could 
be a Friends of the Park group or a Residents Association. 

Or people coming together to set up a community group or take 
back a community centre. Or people coming together after 
someone has been killed by the police. 

These are all great examples of people who feel they have little 
power coming together to take on the state and the politicians 
(locally or nationally). But we could go so much further if we really 
thought about it and had the courage to do it. 

We could form street level groups with all our neighbours and 
take control of our streets. We could make sure homes were 
owned by local people rather than property developers and dodgy 


landlords. We could work together to make sure none of our 
neighbours were cruelly evicted or we could collectively force 
landlords to do repairs. 

In workplaces we could insist bosses gave workers proper wages 
or we boycott them. Going even further the workers could demand 
they have an equal say as the boss in everything to do with 
running the business - be it a corner shop ora multinational. 

We could take control of the schools so that parents and teachers 
ran them rather than the state or the rich businesses that run 
academies and free schools. And why stop at just the parents and 
teachers. Why not give the children and young adults 
responsibilities and control to decide what happens at school as 
well? I know when I was a kid, if school was more interesting and I 
was treated with respect and had some control over the place I 
was shut up in 6 hours a day, I wouldn’t have truanted as much. 

I still might have had the odd day off though, like I take a ‘sickie’ 
when I don’t want to go to work. Working or school five days a 
week is mad - we should and could change that as well, so we all 
have more free time. 

The possibilities are endless. All that is stopping us is our 
imagination and desire to change things. 

So, next time you hear some boring politician going on 
about Brexit, or why ordinary people can’t have good 
homes, health care or schooling for themselves or 
their kids, don’t just give up. Start talking to your 
neighbours, workmates, friends, parents, people you 
hang out on the streets with, or wherever you mix with 
other people and start taking things into your own 
hands collectively. Once we start a number of smaller 
things we can then join together and form bigger 
groupings of us. At Haringey Solidarity Group we 
reckon, together, we could totally run the borough one 
day through a collection of different groups of ordinary 
people doing things together. And once we have done 
it in Haringey then . 

The truth is that the State is a 
conspiracy not only to exploit but 
also to corrupt its citizens. 
Henceforth I shall never serve any 
government anywhere. 

Leo Tolstoy 



Politics is the art of looking for 
trouble, finding it everywhere, 
diagnosing it incorrectly 

nd applying the wrong remedies. 


Groucho Marx 
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BE VERY CAREFUL 
WHAT YOU WISH 

FOR! 

With the battering government, 

Parliament and politicians in general 
have taken as a result of the painful 
attempts to ‘deliver Brexit’, the news 
that the public are losing faith in the 
system doesn’t exactly come as a 
surprise. What is worrying is the 
number who would turn to an 
authoritarian figure to ‘sort things out’. 

Whether, they’re Leavers or Remainers, 
people are sick of the posturing and 
mind games they see in Parliament so 
in a way, it’s understandable a growing 
number want someone to step in, sort 
the mess out and impose some degree 

of certainty. 

Understandable but utterly wrong... 

We’ve spent a lot of energy taking local and national government to task, highlighting their 
shortcomings and explaining why they’re pretty much unreformable. We’ve always said that 
the way forward is wrenching power away from those who presume to rule us and creating a 

self-organising society. 

For those wanting an authority figure to step up to the plate and fix the mess the UK has got 
itself into, all we can say is be very careful what you wish for! 

The grim truth is that if shadowy figures pulling the strings deem an authoritarian solution as 
the only way the UK can be pulled out of the shite, those implementing it will be coming from 
the pool of muppets we already know of in government or Parliament. 

Whatever way you look at it, an authoritarian solution to the crisis of ‘democracy’ in the UK 
will not provide a solution. As ever it will be us, the working class, who will end up paying the 
price, albeit a divided class as some are bribed just enough to stay onside while being 

manipulated to demonise the rest of us. 

The system of government we have is not fit for purpose. That’s because it’s based on 
hierarchy and the notion that power has to be concentrated at the top echelons of society. 
While the current imbalance of power is accepted, it doesn’t matter which party or coalition 
is in power, nothing substantial will change. Radical change can only come about by pulling 
down existing power structures and bringing about a self managed society. 

Its down to a simple choice between the wisdom of the hive mind where decisions are 
made at the grassroots as opposed to the whims, ego and the inevitable cruelty of an 
authoritarian leader or clique. The hive mind of a self-organising society may be 
occasionally messy and not as clear cut as some would like but it has checks and balances 
and above all, is one where everyone is accountable to each other. Yes, a self-organising 
society will involve hard work but its a price worth paying for genuine freedom. 
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LONDON MINING NETWORK - 
WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

London Mining Network works in solidarity with people resisting the impacts of mining 
by London registered companies on their lands, livelihoods and human rights around 
the world including for example, communities in La Guajira in Colombia, opposing the 
Cerrejon coal mine, the biggest coal mine in the world, and groups working with the 
Marikana miners and families in South Africa still seeking justice for the massacre of 
34 striking mine workers in 2012. We also work with groups challenging gold and ura¬ 
nium mining in Spain, West Papuan and Indonesian groups opposed to the Grasberg 
mine in West Papua, and communities resisting coal mining in Bangladesh, India and 
the UK and many others opposed to mining on their land. 


We build networks against injustice 

London Mining Network is a formal network of 21 
groups who work together to hold London-based 
mining companies to account by working closely 
with mining-affected communities. We also work 
with a wider and more fluid informal network of 
groups and communities around the world 
including environmental organisations, lawyers 
collectives, church groups, Indigenous women’s 
organisations, community groups and others on 
every continent. 

We monitor abuses of rights in mining- 
affected communities, and assist with 
seeking redress 

We support campaigns, petitions open letters by 
communities, member groups and others. We 
address the concerns of communities with UK 
parliamentarians and major shareholders such 
as pension funds, and invite community 
representatives to attend the company AGMs as 
dissident shareholders. 

We conduct research into the impacts of 
mining on human rights and the 
environment 

We have a small team of expert researchers who 


write reports, publications and articles and who 
are currently working on issues such as the safety 
of mine waste dams and just transition. 

Raising awareness of the impacts of 
mining 

We work hard to get coverage of mining issues in 
mainstream and alternative media with a clear 
emphasis on reporting the voices and demands of 
mining-affected communities rather than our own. 
We also maintain a website, social media 
platforms, a monthly newsletter, produce 
publications and organise and speaker tours and 
other events. We work with young people in 
schools and universities 

We are keen that it’s not just the academics, 
experts, NGOs and activists who know about and 
are interested in mining and the impact it has on 
people and the planet, but that we reach out to the 
wider public and involve them. The role of London 
and the UK in mining and extractivism is massive 
and mining relates to many other issues such as 
the rights of women, Indigenous peoples, and 
workers, resistance and direct action, racism, 
neo-colonialism, corporate power, consumption, 
the environment and biodiversity, and climate 
change. 


London Mining Network is run by a team of dedicated volunteers and part-time workers. Please visit 
our website or come to our next event to find out more about what we do and how you can get 
involved: http://londonminingnetwork.org/ \ contact@londonminingnetwork.org 
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WHY INDEPENDENT UNIONS? 



,TRIA>J ACCESS 


UHITEO 


In the last few years there’s been an upsurge of independent trades unions such as 
the United Voices of the World, the Cleaners and Independent Workers Union, and 
the Industrial Workers of the World. These began among migrant workers and have 
spread to other zero-hours workers. The first question people might ask is - why are 
they not members of the big Trades Union Congress (TUC) unions? 


Put simply, most TUC union officials see 
themselves as mediators between bosses and 
workers - not there to stand 100% with their 
members for what they want. At the extreme, 
threats of the State seizing Union assets for 
‘illegal’ strikes directly threaten their gravy train. 
When they decided to expand their membership 
by recruiting precarious workers, they wanted to 
increase their income - not be forking out strike 
pay! So at times they have withdrawn or refused 
to support the members’ demands. 

That’s why some workers have set up their own 
structures, in the hope they can run their own 
struggles, and actually get on with fighting the 
bosses effectively and directly for what 
they want. 

For class struggle anarchists, workers running 
their own struggles is central. Apart from 
anything else, how are workers able to develop 
their own collective strength if they never have 
the chance to exercise it? 

But we shouldn’t pretend setting up your own 
Union is the end of the story. More like a 
beginning. 


Problems that may come up are as follows: 
Usually new Unions register with the state. It’s 
supposed to give you some protection from 
being sacked for being a trade unionist and give 
you a chance of collective recognition. How well 
that works in practice is an open question. 

Then there’s Union representation at disciplinary 
hearings and tribunals. It can be easy for a small 
number to become experts, and the rest of the 
members dependant on them. If all members 
are to have equal power, it’s vital they all learn to 
develop these skills. 

Negotiators becoming full-timers paid by the 
Union is another step that can lead to bureau¬ 
cracy. Even worse when they’re paid more than 
the average wage of the members. 

So, as we say, an independent Union is more 
like a beginning. Workers have to fight to keep 
control of their struggles. That's true whatever 
structures they adopt to carry on fighting. 

Contact details for United Voices of the World, 
Industrial Workers of the World and the 
Cleaners and Allied Independent Workers Union 
can be found on the back page. 
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WHEN THE SPURS GO MARCHING ON 

We found the article below on the internet recently and feel it's worth 
reprinting, from the Football Lads and Lasses Against Facism (Flaf.org.uk). 

I’ve been a fan of Spurs since I was a kid, In fact, I was lucky enough to play for an U18 team, who 
would, as an end of season treat, take us all to a football game every year and it was always 

Spurs at home. 

Growing up on those terraces at White Hart Lane even as a kid I never felt uneasy, there was this 
amazing sense of togetherness that you could feel coming from every home stand. So imagine my 
disgust, shock and anger, when I heard that a so-called Spurs fan threw a banana skin onto the 

pitch towards a Black player from the opposing team! 

Historically our club faced bigotry due to our link to the Jewish community to the point opposing 
fans would use derogatory remarks aimed at us, the fans and the team. They’d refer to us as 
“Yids” but the fans didn’t buckle and instead went and owned the term by calling themselves 

“Yids” and still to this day chant it. 

It led opposing fans to realise that the term no longer held any clout as a put down, and in fact, 
they were now just chanting our name as if in support rather than against us. You wouldn’t see any 
form of bigotry on our terraces because the fans would have dealt with it before the police even 

got a look in. 

Unfortunately, in the last few months, certain people, especially the self proclaimed voice of Spurs 
and the actions of groups like the Democratic Football Lads Alliance DFLA (and to a lesser degree 
the English Defence League EDL) has given the confidence to the closet bigots who now think it’s 

‘free speech’ and ok to air their racist views in public! 

It’s the divisive actions of these groups that have allowed this banana skin incident to happen. 
They’re trying to use ours and other clubs to attack one community in our country, yet stay silent 
about other similar things that happen in all communities. But they go even further and stay silent 
when incidents that are clearly racist happen. Yet, they get vocal and make threats against any 
fans that stand up and talk about anti-fascism and anti-racism! 

Where’s the disgust and outrage from DFLA/EDL & Co about the incident in question? 

There isn’t one, because that would go against their real shadow agenda. One known Spurs thug 
with links to the DFLA has made threats towards any fans that speak out, but then says, “I can’t 

be a Nazi because I’m Jewish!” 

Well I’ll say right now, you might not be a Nazi, but the fact is you are a bigot as are your minions, 
end of. You opened the floodgates and let the sewage in. Take your vile hatred out of our club and 
let real fans who want inclusion enjoy the proud history of Spurs. 
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ABC OF ANARCHISM 
BY ALEXANDER BERKMAN: A REVIEW 



One of the best introductions to anarchism and indeed anarchist 
communism was written by Alexander Berkman. He left Russia for 
the USA in 1888. Thirty one years later he was expelled from there 
to the Soviet Union. He soon became disillusioned with what was 
going on and left for Western Europe. In this book, written in 1929, 
he has a go at answering the various charges made against 
anarchism, like “aren’t anarchists against organisation?”, 

“doesn’t equality mean we become identical?”, and other such 
tosh. He does this in an easy conversational style, not preachy 
and not condescending. 

He draws from his many years of experience in the labour, unemployed 
and anarchist movement, which despite its age, remains undated. 

It remains one of the better introductions to class struggle anarchism. 

He talks about what is wrong with capitalism and the State and what 
crimes they have both committed and shows that war, inequality and 
unemployment are rooted in these institutions. 

He then offers solutions to these problems, along the way taking a look 
at various false solutions,. He demolishes the idea that a free and equal 
society can be got to by running in elections and he looks at the failures 
of the trade unions, their bureaucracy, reformism and sectionalism. 


Throughout the book he stresses that change has to 
come from below, that it has to come from us, the 
working class, and that it has to come through 
revolution. He warns against the dangers of Leninist 
vanguard parties. 

He then gives a brief sketch of what an anarchist 
communist society could look like,. He is aware that a 
revolution will have to be defended and the problems 
it may face. 

Obviously, because of its age, it fails to tackle the 
problems of the environment and of racism and 
sexism and homophobia. Despite that, it remains a 
very good introduction to the ideas of revolutionary 
anarchism. 


“People need a primer of Anarchism—an ABC , 
as it were, that would teach them the rudimentary 
principles of Anarchism and whet their appetites 
for something more profound. The book was 
intended to serve this purpose. That it has 
fulfilled its purpose no one who has read it 
will deny.” 

Emma Goldman 

Get this book, and many other good 
books on anarchism at: 

Freedom Bookshop, Housmans, and 

Active Distribution. 

(See back cover for details). 


STOP THE ARMS TRADE! 

STOP DSEI! 

DSEI (Defence & Security Equipment International) is the 
world’s largest arms fair. It allows arms buyers and sellers to 
network and make deals. It happens once every two years, in 
the second week in September, at ExCeL - the huge 
exhibition centre in London Docklands. 

This is where those who profit from war, repression and 
injustice do business. This is where we can stop them. 

More than 1,000 arms companies plan to set up shop, 
marketing their wares to more than 30,000 attendees from 
around the world.Last time the arms fair came to London, 
hundreds of people took action to disrupt its set-up. Make it 

even more this year. Join the protests! 

See how you can get involved at: 
www.stopthearmsfair.org.uk and for more information on 

the arms trade see: www.caat.org.uk 







ABOUT REBEL CITY 

Rebel City aims to cover all issues of importance to working class Londoners. We argue for a radical 
transformation of our city. Rebel City is collectively produced by a range of groups and individuals. 12 pages of 
quality anarchist reporting and analysis. Get it at Housmans and Freedom Bookshops, your local social centres, or 
from a friendly anarchist in the street or contact us and we’ll mail you a copy! Get involved. Contribute articles and 
information. Take bundles and distribute them among your neighbours and workmates. 

Contact: rebelcitylondon@gmail.com 
Thanks to Dave A. for the lay-out. 


DIRECTORY 


Get involved! 

Here’s a selection of campaigns and groups that are 
helping to make London the Rebel City. 

LONDON-WIDE 

Advisory Service for Squatters: www.squatter.org.uk 
Anarchist Communist Group - London: www.londonacg.blogspot.co.uk 
Anarchist Federation - London: www.aflondon.wordpress.com 
Angry Workers: www.angryworkersworld.wordpress.com 
Cleaners and Allied Independent Workers Union: www.caiwu.org.uk/wp 
Community Food Growers Network: www.cfgn.org.uk 
Disabled People Against Cuts - Facebook: www.facebook.com/disabledpeopleagainstcuts 
Empty Cages- campaign to abolish prisons: www.prisonaboiition.org 
Feminist Fightback: www.feministfightback.org.uk 
Industrial Workers of the World: www.iww.org.uk/london 
Land Justice Network: www.landjustice.uk 
London Anti-fascists - Facebook: www.facebook.com/iondonantifascists 
Radical Housing Network: www.radicalhousingnetwork.org 
Reclaim the Power: www.reclaimthepower.org.uk/updates 
Sisters Uncut - Facebook: www.facebook.com/sistersuncut 
United Voices of the World: www.uvwunion.org.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS & CAMPAIGNS 

Haringey Housing Action Group: www.haringeyhousingaction.org.uk 
Haringey Solidarity Group - Facebook: www.facebook.com/haringey.solidaritygroup 

Housing Action Southwark and Lambeth: 
www.housingactionsouthwarkandlambeth.wordpress.com 
North East London Migrant Action: www.nelmacampaigns.wordpress.com 
South Essex Radical Media: www.facebook.com/southessexwca 
Stop HDV!: www.stophdv.com 

BOOKSHOPS & SOCIAL CENTRES 

56a Infoshop: www.56a.org.uk 
DIY Space for London: www.diyspaceforlondon.org 
Freedom: www.freedompress.org.uk 
Housemans: www.housmans.com 
LARC: www.larc.space 
May Day Rooms: www.maydayrooms.org 


Check the different organisations and campaigns for more events and actions. 



This edition of Rebel City is sponsored 
by Active Distribution. 

An anarchist publisher that still believes 
in the value of printed propaganda that 
is distributed for free. 
www.activedistribution.org 


When you’ve finished with 
this paper, please don’t 
throw it away - pass it on to 
other people to read. 




